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of those productions which we are obliged to fetch, every day, from foreign

and very distant countries, or even of dispensing with them altogether.%5

We have already given, in several cities of the kingdom, such samples of
these mixtures, as have been demanded of us, that the first sight of them

has excited the surprize, and merited the approbation of the best judges.

We have not yet near exhausted all the combinations which may multiply
the use of Hemp, in its different forms. The cloth that is made of Hemp,
thus prepared, will not be so long in bleaching,%® and even the thread®”

will not have occasion to pass through so many lyes as were formerly found

%5Tn Hemp, duly prepared, besides silk, hair, wool, and cotton, we find a new material,
which, till now, had never any existence in commerce, nor in manufactures, but may be
made extremely useful in both. By mixing it with wool, for instance, half and half, we
work it into caps and cloths, which are no ways different from those that are made of wool
alone, even in their greatest perfection. By mixing the hards of it with cotton, we make
cloth and stuffs, and even cover-lids, which, with regard to whiteness, softness, fineness,
and other qualities, may be preferred to those, which, at first, we only propose to imitate.

Nor is it to be doubted, but it may be also employed in manufactures of hats, because
it will be an easy matter to make felts of it, if we mix it with wool proper for that purpose.
We may also make it into hunting waistcoats, and waistcoats for the army; breeches,
hunting bags, carpets for gaming and writing tables, and a great many other works,
generally made of leather, and very expensive. In a word, by the different combinations
made with the hards of Hemp, they assume the nature and properties of the materials,
with which they are mixed, and the price of such materials will be lessened in proportion
as they are now dear, uncommon, and rare.

We shall not, at present, be more particular upon this subject; these observations,
being in our hands only, will be always confined and imperfect; but the ideas we have
suggested, may easily receive a better form, and be carried further, by the knowledge
and experience of those who are at the head of commerce and manufactures. All that we
can assure our readers, is, that by introducing into trade and manufactures, as a fifth
material, prepared Hemp, which may be considered as a new creation, we shall not only
add a fifth to the four that have been long known; but, to use a mathematical expression,
we shall by this means raise each of them, far above the fifth power.

86We find in Pliny, that formerly in bleaching cloth they used a sort of poppy. Est et
inter Papavera, genus quoddam quo candorem Lintea precipue trabunt. Plin. 1. 19. c¢. 1. If
we have no acquaintance with that sort of poppy, which, Pliny informs us, was generally
used in bleaching Hempen-cloth, we shall be indemnified for that loss, by employing, for
the same purpose, Horse-chestnuts, the preparations whereof are neither expensive nor
troublesome. As this fruit is everywhere to be met with, all may have opportunities of
taking a tryal of it, and we shall shew the method of using it at the end of this work.

87 At veteres Cannabem aut Linum iterum in filo polibant, et silici crebro illidebant cum
aquad, textumque rursus clavis tudebant. Salmas. Exercit. Plin. pag. 765.
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